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DETAILS OF ATTENDANCE 
 

 
 The Working Group on the Value and Benefits of SAIs met in 

Moscow from 15 to 17 March 2010. 
 
 The Auditor-General of South Africa, Terence Nombembe, 

conducted the meeting as the official Chair of this working group 
and was accompanied by a technical content team, Pramesh 
Bhana, Jan van Schalkwyk and Namhla Mahlati. 

 
 Members of the working group that attended the meeting 

o Austria 
o Canada 
o China 
o France 
o Israel 
o Namibia 
o New Zealand 
o Russia 
o South Africa 
o Sweden 
o Tanzania 
o United Kingdom 

 
 Members of the working group that sent apologies 

o Jamaica 
o Peru 

 
 The meeting had the following objectives: 

o Finalise the discussion paper to be tabled during XX 
INCOSAI in South Africa, 22-27 November 2010. 

o Decide on the future of the working group, whether to 
continue or hand over their work. 

o ISSAI framework. 
o Decide on the South African Accords. 
o UN Convention Positioning.   
o Agree on glossary terms that are specific to this working 

group for the INTOSAI Glossary. 
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MATTERS DISCUSSED 
 

Objective Achievement 

1. To finalise the framework known 
as “fundamental requirements” 
to an acceptable status in terms 
of INTOSAI standards. This was 
done by going through all 
relevant references and 
comments submitted by the 
working group members prior to 
the meeting and at the meeting.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 This process was conducted with 
the highest level of 
professionalism and a proper 
framework that uses the correct 
vocabulary with no ambiguity 
was achieved. 

 It was noted that extensive and 
useful comments had been 
received from the members of 
the working group. 

 More comments were received 
from the members present and a 
valuable discussion was held in 
order to come to a consensus 
about the fundamental 
requirements. 

 It was also decided that the 
fundamental requirements 
should be aligned with the ISSAI 
framework in order to achieve 
consistency. 

 The discussion paper was 
amended by the drafting team 
and final comments from the 
members were incorporated with 
the exception of the preamble 
that was to be drafted by the SAI 
of Sweden together with the SAI 
of the United Kingdom.  

 When the final comments 
together with the preamble had 
been incorporated into the 
document, the discussion paper 
would be circulated to all 
members to review the final 
version and give their comments. 

 The Chair of the working group 
also shared that the Capacity 
Building steering committee was 
particularly interested in the work 
of this working group to get 
undeveloped SAIs to the same 
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level as developed SAIs. 
 

 2. Consideration was given to the 
structure of the discussion paper 
and the length in terms of an 
acceptable standard for a 
document of this nature. 

 The suggestions included taking 
out all the references from the 
framework because these were 
developed INTOSAI materials 
and there was therefore no need 
to mention them. 

 Another suggestion was to write 
the preamble in a way which 
combined the two objectives that 
governed this working group. 

 The SAI of Canada also 
suggested an additional element 
in the discussion paper about 
communication within SAIs, as 
this was very important both 
internally and externally; this was 
supported by most members of 
the working group. 

 These suggestions would be 
presented to the PSC in May for 
consideration and to the CBC in 
July. 

 3. Consideration of the handing 
over of the work of the working 
group to a committee. 

 The members agreed that the 
working group was the only body 
at the moment that understood 
and had done the ground work 
and research about this topic, 
therefore it should still retain its 
work until further notice; 
however, this would be finalised 
before XX INCOSAI. 

 The members specifically 
thought that objective two would 
be hard to hand over and an 
opportunity to do more work on it 
was still available for the working 
group. 

 4. Positioning of these principles in 
the UN Convention and also 
finalisation of what the working 
group would like to see as the 
South African Accords. 

 The Chair voiced his intention on 
behalf of the working group to 
have these principles gain 
international recognition.  

 The working group also voiced 
the expectation that these 
principles would be lobbied to be 
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the South African Accords during 
XX INCOSAI. 
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ISSUES FOR FOLLOW-UP / FUTURE ACTION 
 

 Sweden and the UK to work on the preamble and submit by 30 March 
2010. 

                                                                                     

 A possibility of a last meeting of the working group before XX INCOSAI 
to finalise the discussion to be held during the congress. 

                                                                                     

 Drafting team to circulate the discussion paper to the members for 
comment after incorporating the preamble. 

 

 Specific members of the working group to assist with quality control 
checks of the final document in all INTOSAI languages including 
English. 

                                                                                      

4 Other matters 
 

 The Chair, Mr Nombembe ceased the opportunity of being in Russia by 
having a meeting with the Chairman of the Accounts Chamber of the 
Russian Federation Dr Stepashin to sign a bilateral agreement between 
the two Supreme Audit Institutions. The agreement includes among 
other things the exchange of information about their common interests 
in the following matters: 

o Key National Indicators  
o Audit of Performance Information 
o Qualifications specifically focusing on serving the Supreme Audit 

Institution. 

 


