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A. Organizing committee 
 

 Mrs. Pamela Monroe Ellis, Auditor General 
     E-mail: pamela.monroe-ellis@auditorgeneral.gov.jm  
     Telephone: (876)-926-8309 
 

 Mr. Richard Rose, Principal Auditor 
     E-mail: richard.rose@auditorgeneral.gov.jm  
     Telephone: (876)-926-8309 / (876)-550-1192 

 

 Miss Icilyn Cooper, Principal Auditor 
     E-mail: icilyn.cooper@auditorgeneral.gov.jm  
     Telephone: (876)-926-8309 / (876)-365-2949  
 

 Mrs. Audra Williams Brown, Principal Auditor 
E-mail: audra.wbrown@auditorgeneral.gov.jm             
Telephone: (876)-926-8309 / (876)-550-1275 
 

 Miss Nicaria Stewart, Director, Audit 
 E-mail: nicaria.stewart@auditorgeneral.gov.jm  
     Telephone: (876)-926-8309 / (876)-550-1285 

 

 Ms. Siran Bent Mitchell, Director, Corporate Planning and Public Education  
        E-mail: siran.mbent@auditorgeneral.gov.jm   
                   Telephone: (876)-926-8309 / (876)-572-1084 

 

 Miss Shavonne Drysdale 
     E-mail: shavonne.drysdale@auditorgeneral.gov.jm   

 

 Mr. Luigi McDonald 
     E-mail: luigi.mcdonald@auditorgeneral.gov.jm  
      

 
 

B. Requirements for Travel to Jamaica 
 

Everyone travelling to Jamaica must present a valid and approved travel document as 
evidence of his or her identity and nationality. The most common and preferred travel 
document is a passport, but other types of travel documents may also be accepted. 
 
Other acceptable travel documents 
A small number of travellers may have other types of travel documents, which are also 
acceptable for travel to Jamaica. 
 
The travel documents must be issued by a recognised authority, must have a photograph of 

mailto:pamela.monroe-ellis@auditorgeneral.gov.jm
mailto:richard.rose@auditorgeneral.gov.jm
mailto:icilyn.cooper@auditorgeneral.gov.jm
mailto:audra.wbrown@auditorgeneral.gov.jm
mailto:nicaria.stewart@auditorgeneral.gov.jm
mailto:siran.mbent@auditorgeneral.gov.jm
mailto:shavonne.drysdale@auditorgeneral.gov.jm
mailto:luigi.mcdonald@auditorgeneral.gov.jm


 
 
 

5 
 

the bearer and provide the holder with a re-entry authority to the country of issue, or an entry 
authority to another country. Holders of these documents generally require a visa. 
 
Other types of documents which are acceptable to Jamaica include: 

 Document of Identity (if holder is not an Jamaican citizen then a visa might be required); see 
list of visa countries 

 Certificate of Identity 
 Laissez Passer 
 Documents issued to refugees 
 ‘Kinderausweis’ issued to German minors 
 Military documents for military personnel travelling by air; whether Military passport on I.D 
 Seamans certificate if travelling by sea 

 

 
C. Visa requirements 

 
According to the Jamaican law, the following foreign nationals will require a visa to enter 
Jamaican borders: 

 
 
 
                                                                                                                   

 
       Cambodia                                       Cameroon                                    Indonesia 
 
 

                             

        
 
        Iraq                                                  Kuwait                                          Pakistan  
 
 
 

       Senegal             Togo           

 

Participants from Moldova do not require a visa if their stay is for 30 days or less as tourists 
providing they have a USA, Canada, UK or Schengen Visa & possess proof of vaccination 
against Measles, Rubella & Polio. In addition, participants from Peru also do not require a visa 
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if their stay is for 30 days or less as tourists but proof of vaccination against Yellow Fever is 
required.  

Each participant is responsible for complying with the necessary immigration requirements to 
enter Jamaica (and for carrying out the immigration procedures applicable within transit 
countries in your journey to Jamaica). SAI Jamaica has no legal faculties to carry out 
immigration procedures, it will only provide a visa facilitation letter if required. 

 

 

D. Embassies’ assistance 
 

If your National Embassy in Jamaica will provide your delegation with any kind of technical and 
logistical support before, during or after your stay in Jamaica, please inform the organizing 
committee about this at the soonest for coordination purposes. 

 
 

E. Customs 
 

The Customs Tariff allows for each passenger to receive duty concessions in respect of the 
following: 
 Instruments and tools to be used for the purpose of their profession, trade, occupation or 

employment, provided that the items have been in the passengers’ possession and 
bonafide use for a reasonable period; 

 Tobacco and some potable articles including wines and spirits in the baggage or on 
the  person which they might reasonably be expected to carry with them for personal use, 
in such quantities as the Commissioner may from time to time approve; 

 Used household effects which have been in the passenger’s use for a reasonable period of 
time and are not imported for sale; 

 A passenger who is eighteen (18) years or older is entitled to additional duty concession in 
respect of other personal or household effects not specified in (1), (2) or (3) above which 
the proper officer is satisfied are not imported for sale or commercial exchange and do not 
exceed US$500 in total value. 
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F. Transportation services 
 

o Airport – Hotel – Airport Transportation 

Delegates and accompanying persons who have provided their travel itineraries to the 
organizing committee will be provided with transportation service from the Norman Manley 
International Airport to the Jamaica Pegasus Hotel or hotel selected for accommodation. On 
your arrival, staff from SAI Jamaica will be waiting for you at the entrance to the immigration 
hall where you will be assisted through the immigration procedures, baggage claim and 
custom clearance. This assistance may only be facilitated between 07:00 hours and 19:00 
hours. Delegates and accompanying persons who arrive after 19:00 hours will be met at 
the exit of the arrival hall after being processed by immigration and customs. To allow for 
easy identification, the person who will be waiting for you at the airport will be carrying a 
sign with the words – SAI JAMAICA. 

 

SAI Jamaica will also provide transportation from your hotel to the airport on the day of your 
departure from Kingston. A member of the organizing committee will communicate the date, 
time and meeting point for your transportation to the airport. Please bear in mind that 
passengers traveling on international flights are advised to be at the airline counter three 
hours prior to the flight time. When preparing your departure, also take into account that it 
takes approximately 30 minutes to arrive at the airport from the Jamaica Pegasus Hotel. 

 

 
Route from the Airport to the Jamaica Pegasus Hotel1 

                                                           
1 This map aims to show distance and alternative routes to the destination. Time estimate could change due to traffic 

jam, weather conditions and any other unforeseen situation. 
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G. Hotel and meeting venue 
 

The Jamaica Pegasus Hotel, which 

was selected as the official venue for 

meeting and accommodation, is located 

at:  

81 Knutsford Boulevard, 
Kingston 5  

Telephone: (876) 926 3690 
  

SAI Jamaica has negotiated a special rate for the 2018 WGVBS meeting attendees with 
the hotel. All delegations have been previously asked by the organizing committee to make 
their own booking procedures directly with the hotel; accommodation costs are covered by 
the delegates. All guests are invited to view the Jamaica Pegasus Hotel’s offerings and 
terms on: http://www.jamaicapegasus.com/ . The hotel is not an all–inclusive property, 
therefore meals are not included in the rate. However, the hotel has indicated that they 
have included a Jamaican buffet breakfast for all delegates and accompanying persons. 

 
 

H. Working language 
 

The presentations and discussions during the 2018 WGVBS meeting will be held in 
English. 

 
 

I. Working materials 
 

All working materials for the meeting will be made available on the WGVBS website: 
www.wgvbs.org.mx. All delegates that will present a progress report or make a 
presentation have been asked to submit the corresponding materials to the WGVBS 
Secretariat by the deadline indicated. If your delegation has not submitted its materials yet, 
please send them as soon as possible. 

 
During the meeting, please access the available internet connection to consult the 
documents on the WGVBS website. 

 

J. Internet access 
 

The hotel offers complimentary WiFi access in bedrooms and public areas for all guests. 
 
 
 

                                                           
 

http://www.jamaicapegasus.com/
http://www.wgvbs.org.mx/
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K. Meals 
 

SAI Jamaica will provide lunch for all delegates on September 19 to 21. Lunch on 
September 19 and 20 will be served at the Hotel’s premises whilst lunch on September 21 
will take place during the Cultural Experience. Kindly note that the delegates’ 
corresponding dietary restrictions have been taken into consideration for the choice of the 
meals. 

 
 

L. Protocol and cultural events 
 

 Welcome cocktail 
 

SAI Jamaica is pleased to offer a welcome cocktail on September 18, at 19:30 hours, at 
the Legacy Suite on the Hotel’s premises. 
 

 Official dinner 
 

Additionally, delegates and accompanying persons are invited to attend an official dinner 
hosted by the Auditor General of Jamaica. This dinner will take place at The Talk of The 
Town on the Hotel’s premises on September 19 at 19:00 hours.  

 

 Cultural experience 
 

A cultural experience will be offered on September 21 to delegates and accompanying 
persons. Attendees will be picked up by staff from SAI Jamaica, at the hotel lobby at 09:00 
hours to be taken to the cultural experience. We will appreciate attendees being on time 
at the mentioned meeting point in order to avoid delays in the planned activities. 

 

 

M. Dress code 
 

The dress code for men and women for the welcome cocktail and for the official dinner is 
casual business / traditional attire. During the meeting sessions, a formal suit/dress is 
appropriate. However, a traditional attire is also welcomed. 

For the cultural program, wearing casual clothing and comfortable shoes is advisable. It is 
important to consider the use of sunscreen (sunblock) to protect yourself against ultraviolet 
radiation (UV) and sunburn. Wearing a hat and sunglasses is also recommended. 

 
 

N. Currency 
 

The national currency is the Jamaican dollar (J$). Current coins in circulation have the 
following denominations: 1, 5, 10 and 20 Jamaican dollars whilst bank notes of 50, 100, 500, 
1000 and 5000 dollars are in circulation. 
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You can use either your debit or credit card when paying at the Jamaica Pegasus Hotel, 
restaurants, bars, department stores, and grocery shops. Most establishments accept 
payments made with the most common credit cards (Visa, MasterCard, and American 
Express). It would be useful to take into consideration that Visa and MasterCard are 
accepted in far more places than American Express. 

 

Likewise, there are many other transactions in Jamaica that are done with cash, particularly 
when using public transportation, and buying handicrafts, souvenirs, food or any personal 
care items in local markets and small grocery stores. Therefore, it is recommended to 
exchange the foreign currency into Jamaican dollars upon your arrival. However, please 
note that the United States dollar is also accepted in some establishments in Jamaica. 

 

The current exchange rate2 of the Jamaican dollar between the United States dollar and 
the Euro is as follows: 

 
Jamaican Dollar 

(J$) 
United States Dollar 

(USD) 
Euro 
(€) 

1.00 136.7349 153.0593 

 

 

O. Electricity 
 

Electricity in Jamaica is 110 Volts, alternating at 50 cycles per second. If you travel to 
Jamaica with a device that does not accept 110 Volts at 50 Hertz, you will need a voltage 
converter.  

        In Jamaica, the power sockets are of type A and B.  

 Type A: mainly used in North and Central America, China and Japan. This socket only 
works with plug A. 

 Type B: like type A but with an extra prong for grounding. This socket also works with 
plug A. 

                                                           
2 Information from www.boj.org.jm on August 24, 2018. Exchange rates change daily. 

http://www.boj.org.jm/
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     Type A: This socket has no alternative plugs               Type B: This socket also works with plug A 

 
The type B socket is more common in Jamaica. 

P. Medical care 
 
As for any international travel, it is advised that you be adequately covered by an 
international health insurance during your visit to Jamaica. 

 

Tourists are advised to visit private hospitals in the event of an emergency. Private hospitals 
and clinics offer good-quality care and are less crowded than public hospitals. If medical 
services are required, contact the organizing committee or your Embassy to obtain a list of 
suggested facilities or physicians in the area. 

 
 

Q. Weather conditions 
 

The forecast of the weather conditions3 in Kingston, Jamaica around the meeting dates is 
presented below: 

 
 

 
 
 

                                                           
3 Information obtained from AccuWeather ( https://www.accuweather.com ), on August 27, 2018. 

http://www.weather.com/


 

12 
 

R. Landmarks and places to visit 
 

Kingston is built around the 7th largest natural harbor in the world and the completely rebuilt 
waterfront has splendid modern buildings which house offices, shops and apartments. The 
imposing Bank of Jamaica building houses the Central bank as well as the coin museum. 
Across the road is the unique Jamaican Conference Centre, which is open for tours. Other 
interesting places in the area are the National Gallery, home of Jamaica’s priceless art 
collection and one of the best displays in the Caribbean, Kingston Crafts Market and the 
spectacular St. William Grant Park. Other points of interest downtown are: The Institute of 
Jamaica (east Street) which was established in 1879; Ward Theatre, which is one of the 
oldest theatres in the Americas; Kingston Parish Church which has existed from at least 
1699 (as the date on the oldest theatres in the Americans; Kingston Parish Church which 
has existed from at least 1699 (as the date on the oldest tombstone attests); Coke Chapel, 
built in 1840 on the site of the first Methodist chapel  in Jamaica; Gordon House, the house 
of Parliament and Headquarters House, which in the 1760s, was the townhouse of a 
wealthy planter. It was built on a wager. National Heroes Park has monuments of Jamaica’s 
national Heroes as well as the tomb of a former Prime Minister. Mico Teacher Training 
College nearby, was founded in the 1830s and Wolmer’s school was founded in the early 
18th century.  
 
Principal points of interest uptown are the National Stadium and Arena; the Edna Manley 
College of the Visual and Performing  Arts; Devon House (built in the 1880s as a 
millionaire’s residence and now open to tours with a popular shopping and restaurant 
complex); Vale Royal, the official residence of the Prime Minister which was built in the 
early 1770s; Hope Botanical gardens and the University of the West Indies, Mona, (the 
UWI Chapel was reassembled stone by stone from an old sugar warehouse  in Trelawny). 
King’s House, the official residence of the Governor General and the Bob Marley Museum 
are also major points of interest in the area. The Emancipation Park located across from 
the Jamaica Pegasus Hotel is a Kingston landmark and an excellent metaphor of the 
resilience and strength of the Jamaican people. The park has the busts of the National 
Heroes and a professionally designed 500m jogging track. 
 
Half Way Tree (the capital of the parish of St. Andrew) was named in olden days after an 
old cotton tree which served as a landmark. The St. Andrew Parish Church dates from the 
1680s.  
 
Port Royal arguably the most famous place in the Caribbean, was, in the 1600s, the 
headquarters of English Buccaneers who preyed on Spanish ships. Fort Charles, built in 
1656 by the British a year after their capture of the island, was used to command the 
entrance to the harbour (now Kingston Harbour). Port Royal grew enormously wealthy on 
plunder. Its most famous pirate was Henry Morgan who was later Knighted and appointed 
Lieutenant Governor.  The city became known as “the wickedest city in Christendom”. In 
1692, an Earthquake and tidal wave toppled over two-thirds of Port Royal into the sea. The 
sunken city, lying in shallow water, is the world’s most priceless underwater archaeological 
site. Reminders of old Port Royal brought up from the sea can be seen at the Museum of 
Historical Archaeology. Other places of interest are St. Peter’s Church with its 18th century 
organ loft and chandelier; the Communion plate donated by Sir Henry Morgan and the 
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tomb of Louis Galdy who was swallowed up by the earth during the earthquake and was 
miraculously thrown up alive. He lived to a ripe old age. Fort Charles is a reminder of the 
time when the town was a British naval stronghold. The flagstaff there is the point from 
which Jamaica’s latitude and longitude are measured and Nelson’s Quarterdeck has a 
plaque which honours the British naval hero of Trafalgar who served there. 

 
For further information about Kingston, please visit the website of the Ministry of Tourism: 
http://www.mot.gov.jm/ and website of the Jamaica Tourist Board at 
http://www.jtbonline.org/ and Visit Jamaica at https://www.visitjamaica.com/ .  

 

Consult with the concierge of the Jamaica Pegasus Hotel about sightseeing tours offered, 
some of them leave from the hotel, which could be convenient for you. 

 
 

S. Telephone dialing system 

 
Jamaica’s number code is +876. Emergency contact number is 119. 

 
 

Sources of information 
 

 Passport, Immigration and Citizenship Agency. Visited on August 23, 2018: 
http://www.pica.gov.jm/immigration/general-immigration-
information/requirements-for-travel-to-jamaica/  

 

 Jamaica Customs Agency. Visited on August 23, 2018: 

https://www.jacustoms.gov.jm/service/passengers  
 

 The Jamaica Pegasus. Visited on August 27, 2018: 
http://www.jamaicapegasus.com/  

 

 Bank of Jamaica. Visited on August 27, 2018 at http://www.boj.org.jm/  
 

 Power Plugs and Sockets of the World. Visited on August 27, 2018 at 
https://www.power-plugs-sockets.com/jamaica/  

 

 Accuweather. Visited on August 27, 2018 at https://www.accuweather.com   
 

 Jamaica Tourist Board. Visited on August 28, 2018 at 
http://www.jtbonline.org/tourism-in-jamaica/quick-facts-about-jamaica/  

 

 The Ministry of Tourism. Visited on August 27, 2018 at http://www.mot.gov.jm/  
 

 Visit Jamaica. Visited on August 27, 2018 at https://www.visitjamaica.com/   

http://www.mot.gov.jm/
http://www.jtbonline.org/tourism-in-jamaica/quick-facts-about-jamaica/
https://www.visitjamaica.com/
http://www.pica.gov.jm/immigration/general-immigration-information/requirements-for-travel-to-jamaica/
http://www.pica.gov.jm/immigration/general-immigration-information/requirements-for-travel-to-jamaica/
https://www.jacustoms.gov.jm/service/passengers
http://www.jamaicapegasus.com/
http://www.boj.org.jm/
https://www.power-plugs-sockets.com/jamaica/
https://www.accuweather.com/
http://www.jtbonline.org/tourism-in-jamaica/quick-facts-about-jamaica/
http://www.mot.gov.jm/
https://www.visitjamaica.com/

